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La Luz del Oeste is a 96-unit townhouse development
on the westside of Albuquerque, New Mexico. The first
commission of Antoine Predock (now an American
Institute of Architects Gold Medalist), this development
draws upon Ancient Puebloan architecture and Predock’s
passion for modernism. Built between 1967 and 1972,
at a time when the city was growing rapidly, La Luz
del Oeste represents a radically different solution to
suburbanization.

In its tenth year, La Luz was added to the New Mexico
State Register of Cultural Properties; at 50 years of age,
it is presently an applicant for the National Registry of
Historic Places to become a federally recognized Historic
District.

La Luz represents a unique attitude toward the land:
respect for the topography and arid habitat. The built
environment does not impose itself on the natural
environment. Buildings are clustered on a small portion of
the 70-acre property and follow the sloping contours of
the natural terrain, while preserving open space. Homes
face east toward the Sandia Mountain and the rising
winter sun.

Constructed of adobe, sourced nearby, the homes also
feature local cast brick floors — both materials provide

thermal mass to naturally moderate the buildings’
temperatures. With three sides adobe and one side glass,
each residence is its own passive solar panel. Exposed
cast-in-place concrete lintels cap the adobe walls where
selected overhangs mitigate summer sun and large
southeast-facing windows provide night sky cooling
with flow-through ventilation. The ingenious design is a
modern application of ancient regionalism that can be
found in such sacred places as Pueblo Bonito in Chaco
Canyon and Cliff Palace in Mesa Verde. This sensitivity to
the historical context incorporates materials and shapes
characteristic of Puebloan culture over two millennia —
curved courtyards, kiva fireplaces and the orientation
to the sun. There is inherent beauty in this intentional
creation.

The campus layout emphasizes pedestrian entrances and
plazas that foster community interaction while reducing
the noise and intrusion of traffic. La Luz was conceived
as a self-governing community, through a Landowners
Association, which is intact today. The community has
held itself to strict architectural guidelines. Views from the
homes and from common areas remain uninterrupted and
untainted, despite being surrounded today by residential
and commercial development typical of any large,
sprawling western U.S. city.

Photos courtesy Antoine Predock Collection, La Luz in 1972

Urban sprawl via Google Earth, La Luz in 2022
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inaugural year

This was a year of dreaming big with creative brainstorming
sessions and networking meetings for the La Luz
del Oeste Foundation. It was also a year devoted to
administrative paperwork.

After several months of meeting and research, our
founding group drafted a Mission Statement, a Vision,
and a working set of goals. In April we recruited and
established a Board of Directors and incorporated as a
New Mexico Non-Profit Organization. We are proud to
share that, in October, the La Luz del Oeste Foundation
was awarded status as a 501(c)3 Tax-Exempt Charitable
Organization.

The La Luz del Oeste Foundation has sought and
established supporting and advisory relationships with
the Getty Conservation Institute; Historic Preservation,
Weitzman School, University of Pennsylvania; the
University of New Mexico School of Architecture
and Planning; and, the John Gaw Meem Southwest
Architectural Archives, part of the Center for Southwest
Research at the University of New Mexico.

our mission

The La Luz del Oeste Foundation exists to promote the
long-term sustainability and preservation of the historic
modern-architectural adobe community and its common
land (of seventy acres) called La Luz del Oeste and
to conserve the surrounding natural habitat through
education programs and civic outreach.

our vision

The vision of La Luz del Oeste Foundation is to foster
new relevance for this historic project by using climate-
conscious principles to preservation and conservation
and through interactive programming to include
educational opportunities to learn about benefits of earth
architecture, adobe construction, and this innovative
planned community that respects land use by conserving
open spaces with community-managed cluster housing.

partnerships

Historic conservation experts advise that early priorities
should be to preserve records pertaining to the design,
constructions, and development of the community, its
governance, and community life over the years. Efforts
have been undertaken to assemble historic materials and
to approach the Meem Architectural Archives to house
them. We have contacted Audra Belmore, Curator of the
Archives, who has invited the Foundation to assemble
this preliminary material for submission to the Center,
where an assistant can process and organize these
historic documents using their system for worldwide
access. We have signed an agreement with the Archives
to house and make accessible the La Luz materials.

Another priority is undertaking a long-range Conservation
Management Plan for the community and its common
land. To that end, we have begun conversations with
Frank Matero, Chair of Historic Preservation at the
Weitzman School, University of Pennsylvania. A graduate
student at the School, who would spend a semester in
residence at La Luz to complete a thesis, could undertake
this work. Because those with limited resources need
climate conscious and sustainable solutions to housing,
we believe these projects offer a model for the Southwest
US and other arid regions of the world.

giving
In our inaugural year 100% of board members made
a gift to La Luz del Oeste Foundation totaling over
$6,000. This high level of participation demonstrates
our level of commitment to our mission and dedication
to our goals.

financials

La Luz del Oeste Foundation is a non-profit organization and
qualifies as an organization described in section 501(c)3 of
the Internal Revenue Code. As such, we are exempt from
federal income taxes under section 501(a).

summary
2022 INCOME:
PROGRAMMING ‘ 375
GIFTS 6705
TOTAL REVENUE 7080
2022 EXPENSES:
MARKETING 1761
EDUCATION 500
MANAGEMENT + GENERAL 1073
TOTAL EXPENSES 3334

board of directors

John Van Ness, Chair

Glenn Mallory, Vice-Chair

Anne Taylor, Treasurer

Ginny Hautau, Secretary

Pat Gallagher, Director

Sandi Hoover, Director

Deb Kendall-Gallagher, Director
Cindy Lewiecki-Wilson, Director
Denise Lind, Director

what we’ve done

Established non-profit corporation in NM
Recruited and established a Board of Directors
Adopted bylaws

Reprinted the 1978 Homeowner’s Handbook for
the residential community of La Luz

Created a website: laluzdeloestefoundation.org
Participated in Terra 2022

Sponsored Terra Conference Field Trip
Internally processed first phase of archives

Completed an application for The National
Registry of Historic Places

Researched and assessed the remaining
unprotected land adjacent to La Luz

what we plan for 2023

COMPLETE ARCHIVE:
funding a graduate student to process the
material for accessibility

NATIONAL REGISTRY:
inclusion of La Luz del Oeste as an Historic District

KICK-OFF A SPEAKER SERIES:
topics may include benefits of adobe,
land conservation, passive solar,
sustainability, energy efficiency

PRESERVATION GRANTS:
grant-writing proposals

BEGIN CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN:
host and fund a graduate student whose thesis
publication will be its genesis

PUBLICITY, PARTNERSHIPS, PROPOSALS

We are looking forward to tackling

the shared goals that brought us
together and to create new ones that
continue to advance our mission —

preserving La Luz for
generations to come.






