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La Luz del Oeste is a 96-unit townhouse development
on the westside of Albuquerque, New Mexico. The first
commission of Antoine Predock (now an American
Institute of Architects Gold Medalist), this development
draws upon Ancient Puebloan architecture and Predock’s
passion for modernism. Built between 1967 and 1972,
at a time when the city was growing rapidly, La Luz
del Oeste represents a radically different solution to
suburbanization.

In its tenth year, La Luz was added to the New Mexico
State Register of Cultural Properties; at just over 50 years
of age, in 2023, La Luz was added to the National Registry
of Historic Places.

La Luz represents a unique attitude toward the land:
respect for the topography and arid habitat. The built
environment does not impose itself on the natural
environment. Buildings are clustered on a small portion of
the 70-acre property and follow the sloping contours of
the natural terrain, while preserving open space. Homes
face east toward the Sandia Mountain and the rising
winter sun.

Constructed of adobe, sourced nearby, the homes also
feature local cast brick floors — both materials provide
thermal mass to naturally moderate the buildings’
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temperatures. With three sides adobe and one side glass,
each residence is its own passive solar panel. Exposed
cast-in-place concrete lintels cap the adobe walls where
selected overhangs mitigate summer sun and large
southeast-facing windows provide night sky cooling
with flow-through ventilation. The ingenious design is a
modern application of ancient regionalism that can be
found in such sacred places as Pueblo Bonito in Chaco
Canyon and Cliff Palace in Mesa Verde. This sensitivity to
the historical context incorporates materials and shapes
characteristic of Puebloan culture over two millennia —
curved courtyards, kiva fireplaces and the orientation
to the sun. There is inherent beauty in this intentional
creation.

The campus layout emphasizes pedestrian entrances and
plazas that foster community interaction while reducing
the noise and intrusion of traffic. La Luz was conceived
as a self-governing community, through a Landowners
Association, which is intact today. The community has
held itself to strict architectural guidelines. Views from the
homes and from common areas remain uninterrupted and
untainted, despite being surrounded today by residential
and commercial development typical of any large,
sprawling western U.S. city.
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la luz named

national treasure

Getting on the National Registry has long been talked
about by residents of La Luz and was therefore one of the
first goals the Foundation set at their formation. It took two
years and five drafts working with the New Mexico Historic
Preservation Division (NMHPD) at the Department of
Cultural Affairs to complete a successful application for
nomination to the National Registry. This was a feat for
several reasons - it is unusual for a work of modern archi-
tecture to be nominated and more so for a development of
clustered housing. Itis also unique for buildings designed by
a living architect to be on the registry, let alone an architect
who is still practicing. Taking all of this into consideration,
our final application was hominated with great enthusiasm
and endorsement by the NMHPD and was added to the
National Register on October 27, 2023.

outreach + education

Early in the year we answered a call for abstracts
and were accepted to present at the 2023 National
Symposium of Docomomo US. Two of our Directors
traveled to New Haven, CT in June to make a presen-
tation about La Luz in front of audience “dedicated to
the documentation and conservation of buildings, sites
and neighborhoods of the modern movement.”
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oral histories project

The Foundation kicked off an exciting new project of Oral
Histories. The first installment has been completed with
a long-form interview of Didier Raven. This interview has
been transcribed and will be made available as part of a
story-telling series.

tours bring support

Very successful group tours of La Luz for prominent
Albuquerque arts and architecture organizations — The
Earthbuilders Guild, Contemporary Art Society of New
Mexico, and New Mexico Architectural Foundation,
were held. The impact of these tours was enhanced
by the publication of a beautiful and informative
La Luz tour brochure. All of these activities serve to
bring attention and interest to La Luz by important and
influential local and national audiences. This renewed
visibility and relevance is a critical arm in the larger
fundraising goals of the Foundation.

digital processing

begins for archives

Through an agreement with the John Gaw Meem Archive
of Southwestern Architecture at UNM the process of
re-establishing a formal repository for La Luz’s history
was initiated. Efforts to gather materials from community
members has begun, which will be digitized and made
available online via the university system. In collaboration
with the New Mexico Architectural Foundation and the
UNM Meem Archive, we mounted a successful joint tour
of La Luz and the Antoine Predock Studio where approx-
imately $2000 was raised and contributed to the Meem
Archive to support the organizing and processing of the
La Luz materials collected thus far.

grants + fundraising

In 2023 our first grant proposal was submitted to McCune
Foundation in Santa Fe requesting general operating funds
for the rental of an office and meeting space for La Luz
del Oeste Foundation and we launched our first online
fundraising campaign aimed at participation and support
from the community of La Luz.

directors keep giving

In our second year 100% of board members made
a gift to La Luz del Oeste Foundation totaling over
$7,500. This high level of participation demonstrates
our level of commitment to our mission and dedication
to our goals.

community gifts to date

Thank you to members of the community who gave
generously in support of our efforts: Marianne Barlow,
Beth Baurick, Arlo + Jette Braun, Roberto + Connie
Chené, Robert Duffy, Susan Fitzgerald, Lee Hall,
Kevin + Suzanne Hanratty, Robyn Church Hatton,
Kathryn Kaminsky, Helen Marsee, Jean Martin, Christina
Noftsker, and Melinda Robbins.

financials

La Luz del Oeste Foundation is a Non-Profit Corporation
in the State of New Mexico and is organized exclusively
for charitable purposes as defined by section 501(c)3 of
IRS Code to promote education and preservation of the
historic architectural development called La Luz del Oeste.

annual summary

2023 INCOME:

PROGRAMMING 2148
GIFTS 8546
TOTAL REVENUE 10,694

2023 EXPENSES:
MARKETING 480
EDUCATION 1159
OUTREACH 2819
ARCHIVE SUPPORT 1848
OPERATIONS + INSURANCE 1733
TOTAL EXPENSES 8,039

board of directors, 2023

John Van Ness, Chair; Glenn Mallory, Vice-Chair; Anne Taylor,
Treasurer; Ginny Hautau, Secretary; Pat Gallagher, Sandi Hoover,
Deb Kendall-Gallagher, Cindy Lewiecki-Wilson, Denise Lind

our mission + vision

La Luz del Oeste Foundation exists to
promote the long-term sustainability +
preservation of the historic modern-
architectureadobe community and its
common land (of seventy acres) called
La Luz del Oeste and to conserve the
surrounding natural habitat through
education programs and civic outreach.

The vision of the Foundation is to foster
new relevance for this historic project
by using climate-conscious principles
in preservation + conservation and
through interactive programming to
include educational opportunities to
learn the benefits of earth architecture,
adobe construction, and this innovative
planned community that respects land
use by conserving open spaces with

community-managed cluster housing.
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