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La Luz del Oeste is a 96-unit townhouse development  
on the westside of Albuquerque, New Mexico. The first  
commission of Antoine Predock (now an American  
Institute of Architects Gold Medalist), this development 
draws upon Ancient Puebloan architecture and Predock’s  
passion for modernism. Built between 1967 and 1972, 
at a time when the city was growing rapidly, La Luz  
del Oeste represents a radically different solution to  
suburbanization.   
 
In its tenth year, La Luz was added to the New Mexico 
State Register of Cultural Properties; at just over 50 years 
of age, in 2023, La Luz was added to the National Registry  
of Historic Places.   
 
La Luz represents a unique attitude toward the land:  
respect for the topography and arid habitat. The built  
environment does not impose itself on the natural  
environment. Buildings are clustered on a small portion of 
the 70-acre property and follow the sloping contours of 
the natural terrain, while preserving open space. Homes 
face east toward the Sandia Mountain and the rising  
winter sun.  
 
Constructed of adobe, sourced nearby, the homes also 
feature local cast brick floors –– both materials provide  
thermal mass to naturally moderate the buildings’  

temperatures. With three sides adobe and one side glass, 
each residence is its own passive solar panel. Exposed 
cast-in-place concrete lintels cap the adobe walls where 
selected overhangs mitigate summer sun and large 
southeast-facing windows provide night sky cooling 
with flow-through ventilation. The ingenious design is a  
modern application of ancient regionalism that can be 
found in such sacred places as Pueblo Bonito in Chaco 
Canyon and Cliff Palace in Mesa Verde. This sensitivity to 
the historical context incorporates materials and shapes 
characteristic of Puebloan culture over two millennia — 
curved courtyards, kiva fireplaces and the orientation 
to the sun. There is inherent beauty in this intentional  
creation.   

The campus layout emphasizes pedestrian entrances and 
plazas that foster community interaction while reducing 
the noise and intrusion of traffic. La Luz was conceived 
as a self-governing community, through a Landowners 
Association, which is intact today. The community has 
held itself to strict architectural guidelines. Views from the 
homes and from common areas remain uninterrupted and 
untainted, despite being surrounded today by residential  
and commercial development typical of any large,  
sprawling western U.S. city.  
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celebration
In April, we hosted New Mexico historic preservation 
leadership, elected officials, architectural scholars, 
members of the NM AIA, and the residential community  
of La Luz del Oeste, along with colleagues from  
Predock’s Albuquerque Studio to remember the life of 
Antoine Predock as we celebrated the Legacy of La Luz  
being designated an Historic District by the National 
Registry of Historic Places. See photos from event 
here.   

new resident orientation
In September, the Foundation hosted a New Resident 
Orientation where discussion included: Mini-Split HVAC 
Units: advantages and challenges; TPO Roofing: back-
ground, Architectural Committee review requirements 
and opportunities; Stucco: La Luz Brown to Canyon  
Clay, how La Luz stucco has changed over the years;  
Gate Maintenance: an easy solution; and Remodeling  
as an Investment: the importance of property values.  

outreach + education
Throughout the year, the Foundation met with lead-
ership at Bosque School to discuss an educational 
partnership. As part of the 2025-2026 school year the 
Foundation plans to support an immersive program 
in Earthen Architecture and Environmental Design at 
Bosque School.  

community gifts to date
Thank you to members of the community who gave  
generously in support of our efforts: 

Glen + Bonnie Anderson
Marianne Barlow
Beth Baurick
Arlo + Jette Braun
Roberto + Connie Chené
Robert Duffy
Susan Fitzgerald
Pat + Deb Gallagher
Lee Hall
Ginny + Matt Hautau
Kevin + Suzanne Hanratty
Robyn Church Hatton
Sandi + Richard Hoover
Kathryn Kaminsky
Nickie Kelly
Denise Lind
Glenn Mallory
Helen Marsee
Jean Martin
Christina Noftsker
Melinda Robbins
Rolley-Harms Family Fund 
Anne Taylor
John Van Ness + Sandra Martinez 
Cintra + Anthony Strippoli
Cindy + Jim Wilson

financials
La Luz del Oeste Foundation is a Non-Profit Corporation 
in the State of New Mexico and is organized exclusively  
for charitable purposes as defined by section 501(c)3 of  
IRS Code to promote education and preservation of the  
historic architectural development called La Luz del Oeste. ​

year three
Our principal event in 2024 was our highly successful 
celebration of the addition of La Luz to the National 
Register of Historic Places. Read Christopher Mead’s 
Essay here. This is particularly meaningful because 
it is rare that buildings, let alone an entire community,  
receive such distinction as modern structure(s) just 
slightly older than 50 years.

It should be recognized that this distinction has been 
amplified since we have been on the NM State Register 
since 1978. The New Mexico Department of Cultural 
Affairs, Historic Preservation Division, is exceptionally 
supportive because we are the leading applicants for 
the state tax exemption program, which has helped 
residents in maintaining and improving our homes at 
La Luz.  
The National Park Service’s National Register of Historic  
Places designation has begun to realize community  
benefits, for there is some evidence to suggest this  
recognition may be raising property values. Also, 
La Luz del Oeste’s designation by the NM state and  
national governments as an “historic place worthy of 
preservation” will help the Foundation attract grants 
that could support improvements to the community’s  
common infrastructure. Overall, these accomplishments  
will help to realize our mission.

our mission + vision
La Luz del Oeste Foundation exists to 
promote the long-term sustainability + 
preservation of the historic modern- 
architecture adobe community and its  
common land called La Luz del Oeste 
and to conserve the surrounding  
natural habitat through education 
programs and civic outreach.

2024 financial summary
2023 INCOME:

PROGRAMMING 35
GIFTS 8901

TOTAL REVENUE	 8936

2023 EXPENSES:
MARKETING 432
EDUCATION 	 538
OUTREACH 2936
OPERATIONS + INSURANCE	 3024

TOTAL EXPENSES	 6,920

Steven Moffson, Mayor Tim Keller, Matt Saionz

Cynthia Lewiecki-Wilson, Ian Schultz, Cintra Strippoli, Senator 
Harold Pope, Wibo Westdijk, Joan Benca, Carol Raymond 
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The vision of the Foundation is to foster 
new relevance for La Luz del Oeste by 
sharing climate-conscious principles in 
preservation + conservation, and to 
encourage new building practices  
and innovative planned communities 
that consider the benefits of earthen  
materials, orientation, ambient energy,  
and cluster housing that respects land-
use by conserving open space and  
natural habitats.

https://www.laluz2068.org/latest-news.html
https://www.docomomo-us.org/news/the-planned-community-of-la-luz-is-listed-on-the-national-register-of-historic-places

